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NOAH WEBSTER.
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respondence with Daniel Webster lie took
the position which has of late been held as
the only solution of all copyright questions.
Noah Webster may not have been a great
man in his generation, but he had a singular
faculty of being the first in time in many
departments of literary industry, and con-
stantly to have anticipated other people.

Wherever he went he showed the rough
draft of his book; he assailed members of
Congress and men of eminence generally.
He had faith in it, and he lived at a time
when the individual testimony of men was
of greater weight than now. There were
no organs of literary or educational opin-
ion, no academies or bodies of men espe-
cially esteemed as juries in the case of any
book on trial, and indorsements were looked
for as essential to the success of any new
venture. There was no great public to
show its interest by buying, and there were
no publishers of capital and organization
to relieve the author of publishing labor.
In the recently published correspondence
of Jeremy Belknap and Ebenezer Hazard,1
one may read the difficulties encountered
1 Belknap Papers, v., Coll. Mass! Hist. Soc- iii.